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legitimately be allowed to contribute more stukmg effects,
akin to those used in modern photography, than is normally
proper - according to my own principles - in Shakespearian
production Since the specifically human is visually broader
there is the less fear of its dissolution under the electrician's
art Such lighting effects must, however, b<e carefully watched,
lest they blur3 rather than assist, the specifically physical
creation
All this might seem of secondary importance But, if we
look deeper, we find a relation to the basic substances of
poetry For poetic speech is used in drama to body forth in
sensuous terms that inmost vitality normally smothered
under the speechlessness of conventional propriety Poetry
reveals instincts and aspirations in their naked truth Such
a metaphorical analogy, involving a comparison, almost
an identity, of the psychic and physical, is rooted firmly in
our cultural tradition The New Testament tells us that 'the
body is more than clothes' in order to heighten our aware-
ness of'spirit' or clife-breath', while St Paul uses continual
body-images, whether in reference to Christ, the Christiana
community, or the resurrection of man Shelley's work es-
pecially abounds in imagery of nakedness to denote esouT
or 'spirit', sometimes with direct reference to the more in-
ward and secret mysteries of poetic art I quote from his
Defence of Poetry
Few poets \>f the highest class have chosen to exhibit the beauty of
their conceptions in its naked truth and splendour, and it is doubtful
whether the alloy of costume, habit, etc, be not necessary to temper this
planetary music for mortal ears
Again,
Veil after veil may be undrawn, and the inmost naked beauty of
the meaning never exposed
My own poetic interpretations have all aimed to press
further that very process at which Shelley hints and fall
thus into direct line with my present argument In
Shelley's poetry, as in Nietzsche's Zarathustra, this image
is used to correspond to intuitions of esoui' or 'spirit'